ASSYRIANS: INTO MODERN TIMES

Along with Armenians and Ethiopians, the Assyrians were among the first people to
accept Christianity. According to tradition, as early as 33 C.E. the Assyrian Church

of the East was established in Mesopotamia by Saint Thomas the Apostle, Saint Mari,
and Saint Addal. The Chaldean, Syriac-Orthodox, and Syriac-Catholic Churches were
established in the following centuries. Following the split in the Christian Church in
1054, all followed the Eastern Orthodox tradition. With the Arab conquests following
the death of the prophet Muhammad in the seventh century C.E., the Assyrians fell
under Muslim domination.

Assyrians by religious affiliation

After their conversion to

Christianity, the Assyrians P
established several churches
affiliated with Eastern Orthodox 5 ‘ ”

Christianity. More recently,
Protestant churches have
gained Assyrian adherents.
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related to Hebrew and Arabic. Today they
speak Assyrian, the modern version of
Assyrian Akkadian and Aramaic.”

Assyrian levies

The British used Assyrian
levies to carry out police
duties while Irag remained
under their dominion.
During World War Il these
levies played a role In
preventing Irag from
falling to Nazi Germany.

Assyrian flag Assyrian warriors
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